THE   SUN  AND  THE  SERPENT

sun-worshipping people of Asia. There can,
indeed, be little doubt as to the Asiatic origin of
the Pharaohs and their followers.

The various animals, worshipped by the ancient
Egyptians, were doubtless originally totems.

The Ethiopians, or Abyssinians, before their
conversion to Christianity, were worshippers of
the Sun and the Serpent, The Ethiopian king,
when at Heliopolis, acted as priest at the temple of
the Sun.1

Like the Pharaohs, and other chiefs of Solar
race, the Ethiopian kings received divine honours.3

By the Egyptians, the Ethiopians were called
Kaushu or Kush, which recalls the Kashshu, or
Kassites of the country to the eastward of the
Tigris. Indeed the Kaushu have been considered
by Lepsius and others to have come from Asia,
and to have been related to the races of Elam.3

In connexion with this, it may be noted that
Negus, the title of the king of Abyssinia, appears
to be closely related to that of Negi, which is borne
by chiefs of the serpent-worshipping Khus tribes
of the Himalaya.

The country of Puanit or Punt, which adjoined
Ethiopia, and which appears to have included

1 Maspero,, " Dawn of Civilization," 125 (note).
* Strabo, Geog., XVII. ii. 2.
3 Maspero, " Dawn of Civilization," 488 (note).
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